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A	letter	of	undertaking	is	used	by	an	individual	company,	or	broker,	for	raising	finances	for	a	specific	initiative,	and	will	also	highlight	the	issues	and	responsibilities	of	the	broker.	Find	out	more	about	letters	of	undertaking,	like	how	they	are	kept	on	file	with	the	authorities	and	Securities	and	Exchange	Commission,	with	tips	from	a	registered	financial
consultant	in	this	free	video	on	finance	and	investment.	They’re	badly	written,	open	to	doubt,	and	fundamentally	unnecessary.Shutterstock	/	The	AtlanticLast	month,	I	was	asked	to	sign	the	“Letter	on	Justice	and	Open	Debate,”	now	published	in	Harper’s	with	the	signatures	of	153	journalists	and	academics,	including	contributors	to	The	Atlantic.	The
letter	warned	of	“ideological	conformity”	and	“illiberalism”	in	liberal	institutions,	and	it	noted	a	tendency	to	confront	dissenting	opinions	not	with	debate	but	by	going	after	the	job	of	the	dissident,	or	even	by	going	after	the	job	of	those	who	merely	note	the	existence	of	the	dissent.	We	all	have	limits;	some	topics	are	beneath	our	dignity	to	debate.	The
signers	argued	that	you	should	keep	that	category	of	the	undebatable	as	small	as	possible,	and	not	add	to	it	whenever	you	form	an	opinion.Perhaps	because	I	spend	a	lot	of	time	listening	to	people	with	crazy	opinions,	I	am	sympathetic	to	the	view	that	the	only	way	to	live	a	healthy	intellectual	life	is	to	expose	oneself	constantly	to	weird	or	detestable
opinions.	But	I	never	sign	petitions	or	open	letters.	I	told	the	letter’s	organizers	that	if	I	have	something	to	say,	I	will	write	my	own	damn	letter.	Open	letters	are	terrible,	and	you	should	never	write	one	or	sign	one.Yascha	Mounk:	Stop	firing	the	innocentHere	are	reasons	why	the	genre	of	open	letters	should	die:They	are	badly	written.	Open	letters
tend	to	be	composed	inclusively,	so	as	many	people	as	possible	will	sign	them.	They	can	bear	no	traces	of	their	individual	authors,	and	the	easiest	way	to	scrub	those	traces	is	to	write	in	a	numbing,	anonymized	style,	free	of	idiosyncrasy	and	wit.	(If	you	seek	idiosyncrasy	and	wit,	read	the	articles	that	my	Atlantic	colleagues	who	signed	the	letter	write
under	their	own	names.)	This	process	deadens	the	language,	and	the	result	in	the	case	of	the	Harper’s	letter	is	a	graveyard	of	prose,	without	a	single	pungent	phrase	or	sentence	worthy	of	quotation.	Humor	is	especially	forbidden.	Martin	Amis	signed	the	letter,	but	I	have	read	enough	Amis	to	know	he	would	never	have	written	that	letter	if	he	thought
that	on	some	literary	Judgment	Day	he	would	be	called	before	God	to	answer	alone	for	its	style.They	are	open	to	doubt.	What	should	we	think	of	a	letter	signed	by	Martin	Amis	that	could	not	possibly	have	been	written	by	Martin	Amis?	I	suppose	one	interpretation	is	“Amis	must	really	believe	this	stuff,	if	he	is	willing	to	suppress	his	gag	reflex	over	a
cliché	like	all	too	common	or	we	are	already	paying	the	price.”	Another,	more	hostile	interpretation	is	that	the	signers—the	ones	considered	politically	respectable,	at	least—couldn’t	possibly	believe	this	stuff.	So	they	must	have	been	tricked	into	signing	the	letter,	and	others	manipulated	them	into	it	for	nefarious	purposes.	Emily	VanDerWerff
suggests	that	the	letter	contains	“many	dog	whistles	toward	anti-trans	positions,”	and	that	these	hateful	messages	were	inaudible	to	many	signers	(with	the	exception,	among	others,	of	J.	K.	Rowling,	who	has	recently	become	a	hated	figure	among	trans	activists,	and	Jesse	Singal,	who	wrote	a	cover	story	on	trans	issues	for	this	magazine).	Others	note
as	a	clue	of	sorts	the	presence	of	Bari	Weiss,	who	as	a	Columbia	undergraduate	campaigned	against	professors	such	as	Joseph	Massad,	who	has	compared	Israeli	Jews	to	Nazis.	Surely	these	liberal	lions	would	not	have	signed	the	letter	if	they	had	known	that	a	faux-liberal	like	Weiss	was	signing	it	too?	The	suggestion	that	dozens	of	liberals	“got
played”	by	a	few	supposedly	illiberal	tricksters	is	ridiculous	to	me.	They	all	read	and	signed	the	same	letter.	Still,	the	signers	had	to	spend	their	time	defending	the	letter	against	the	sins	of	some	of	its	other	signers,	and	entertaining	speculation	about	the	supposed	gullibility	of	others—instead	of	promoting	its	substance.They	aren’t	necessary.	In	1931,
after	Albert	Einstein’s	theory	of	relativity	became	famous,	a	pamphlet	was	published	with	the	title	“100	Authors	Against	Einstein.”	Einstein	replied,	“Why	a	hundred?	If	they	were	right,	one	would	have	been	enough.”	One	of	the	greatest	pleasures	of	writing	for	the	public	is	the	pleasure	of	being	right,	and	watching	your	readers	resist	you	before	they
realize	you	are	right.	The	smaller	the	minority	in	which	the	writer	finds	herself,	the	greater	the	pleasure	in	watching	the	audience	slowly	relent	and	join	her.	Many	writers	on	the	Harper’s	list	know	this	pleasure.	But	the	longer	the	list,	the	less	the	pleasure—and	at	some	point,	a	writer	has	to	wonder	why	she	would	bother	to	sign	as	one	name	among
dozens,	when	she	could	instead	reap	the	much	greater	rewards	of	solitary	righteousness.	To	be	right	should	be	enough.Read:	A	deeply	provincial	view	of	free	speechThey	look	cowardly—even	when	they	are	not.	One	reason	to	forgo	the	pleasure	of	a	solitary	righteous	stand	is	safety	in	numbers.	If	you	are	one	name	among	many,	and	the	other	names
include	Salman	Rushdie,	Katha	Pollitt,	and	Margaret	Atwood,	how	wrong	could	you	be?	Open	letters	mean	the	most	when	their	signers	accept	risk	by	signing.	Few	of	the	signers	of	the	Harper’s	letter	risked	much,	and	some	who	did	take	on	risk	were	not	aware	of	the	risk,	and	caved,	comically,	upon	realizing	the	risk	they	had	accepted.	The	most
ignored	open	letters	and	petitions	are	the	ones	that	require	nothing	of	the	signers—no	time,	no	effort,	no	risk	of	reputation	or	of	life.	That	is	why	no	one	particularly	cares	about	the	counter-letter	that	circulated	in	response	to	the	Harper’s	letter.	No	one	who	signed	that	counter-letter	is	in	danger	of	anything	but	congratulations	from	the	fellow	leftists
who	signed	it.	I	assume	the	signers	will	receive	the	usual	deluge	of	email	sewage	from	random	hate-filled	losers,	but	don’t	we	all?	(Readers	regularly	email	to	invite	me	to	fellate	or	kill	myself.	I	welcome	the	correspondence.	If	it	takes	more	effort	for	them	to	find	my	email	address	and	compose	a	message	than	it	does	for	me	to	read	the	message	and
click	the	trash-can	icon,	I	win.)	I	would	hate	to	cheapen	a	good	point	by	making	it	in	unison	with	150	other	people.	Whatever	safety	their	numbers	gave	me	would	not	be	worth	it.They	are	contagious.	If	you	sign	one	open	letter,	others	show	up	at	your	door.	One	reason	I	am	writing	this	jeremiad	against	open	letters	is	to	stand,	like	a	heavily	armed	St.
Louis	attorney	on	the	porch	of	my	metaphorical	domicile,	and	warn	those	clutching	petitions	and	letters	to	get	off	my	lawn.	One	cannot	endorse	every	worthy	cause.	I	can	name	dozens	that	I	hope	someone,	somewhere,	is	pursuing	monomaniacally.	But	my	own	manias	are	plenty,	and	I	can	wish	others	well	without	joining	them.	Sign	one	open	letter,
though,	and	your	failure	to	sign	the	next	one	will	be	interpreted	as	opposition.Read:	The	intimate,	political	power	of	the	open	letterFinally,	I	can	think	of	one	good	reason	to	sign	open	letters—which	is	to	demonstrate	to	others	that	they	are	not	alone.	The	Harper’s	writers	allege	that	a	silent	poison	is	permeating	liberal	institutions,	spreading
undetected	like	a	carbon-monoxide	leak	at	magazines,	newspapers,	and	universities.	That	poison	is	the	belief	that	getting	your	enemies	to	shut	their	mouth	is	a	victory	for	you.	I	associate	this	delusion	with	the	right,	and	to	see	it	seep	into	the	left	is	disturbing.	You	want	your	enemies	constantly	probing	your	defenses,	exposing	your	weaknesses,	and
reminding	you	to	reinforce	them.	The	traditional	arrangement	of	liberalism	has	recognized	this	value,	and	presumptively	encouraged	rancorous	debate	for	the	good	of	all.	This	arrangement	is	also	more	fun.	All	great	universities	and	magazines	(with	the	exception	of	The	Atlantic,	which	is	a	sea	of	tranquility)	employ	colleagues	who	hate	one	another’s
guts	and	remind	one	another	of	that	hatred	constantly.Many	of	these	institutions	have	leaned	left	for	so	long	that	the	reasons	for	this	arrangement	have	been	forgotten.	The	Harper’s	letter	at	least	tells	those	who	remember	the	arrangement,	and	those	who	would	defend	it,	that	they	have	allies	ready	to	join	them	in	that	defense.	One	way	to	encourage
them	is	to	write	your	name	at	the	bottom	of	a	letter.	A	better	way	is	to	write	a	letter	of	your	own.	That	is	what	you	are	reading	now.	Updated:	05/02/2021	by	Computer	Hope	A	letter	may	refer	to	any	of	the	following:	1.	A	letter	is	any	character	that	is	not	considered	a	number	or	symbol.	For	example,	a,	b,	c,	d,	e,	f,	g,	h,	i,	j,	k,	l,	m,	n,	o,	p,	q,	r,	s,	t,	u,	v,
w,	x,	y,	and	z	are	all	lowercase	letters	in	the	English	language	and	letter	keys	on	the	keyboard.	The	image	is	an	example	of	the	uppercase	letter	"A."	For	further	information	about	each	of	the	letters	and	how	they	relate	to	computers,	click	any	of	the	following	links.	A	B	C	D	E	F	G	H	I	J	K	L	M	N	O	P	Q	R	S	T	U	V	W	X	Y	Z	2.	The	Letter	size	(spelled	with	a
capital	L)	or	paper	size	is	a	standard	size	for	paper	in	the	United	States.	Its	dimensions	are	8.5	x	11	inches,	or	215.9	x	279.4	mm,	as	defined	by	ANSI.	It	is	similar	to,	but	should	not	be	mistaken	for,	the	A4	international	standard	paper	size.	3.	Lettering	is	inscribing	letters	onto	or	into	something.	For	example,	inscribing	letters	into	wood	or	embroidery
letters	are	both	examples	of	lettering.	4.	A	letter	describes	a	message	from	one	person	to	one	or	more	other	people.	On	a	computer,	a	letter	can	be	written	in	any	text	editor,	but	is	often	created	in	a	word	processor.	Alpha,	Drive	letter,	Form	letter,	Letter	quality,	Newsletter,	Typography	terms
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